
 

  

"Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant."  – Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Wishing All a Very Happy Canada Day!  

The province’s smooth vaccination roll-out has resulted in over 75% of Ontarians having received at 
least one dose of the Covid vaccine and 25% who are fully vaccinated.  When this Newsletter reaches 
you, the Province would have entered Step 2 of the reopening and by the third week of July, is likely 
to enter into the last Step.  The community can look forward to enjoying the latter half of summer with 
family and friends. 

Canada Day also coincides with Tirgan (Roj Tir and Mah Tir) as per the Fasli (seasonal) calendar.  It 
is the festival of rain and one of the main celebrations for Zoroastrians, after Navroze.  Festivities  
include the mid-summer Gahambar – Maidhyoshem.  OZCF is holding the Maidhyoshem Gahambar 
Jashan on this day at the ZRCC hall.  The prayer ceremony will commence at 11:00 am and is being 
live-streamed.  Do join in by clicking on the link www.ozcf.com. 

The 1st draw of the OZCF 2021 Sweepstakes, the Spring Fundraiser Raffle event, will take place on 
July 1st at ZRCC hall at 12:30 pm, after the Gahambar prayers.  The draw will be live-streamed and 
the link is www.ozcf.com.  The winning ticket is for “Foursome at Dragon’s Fire Golf Club” and a $300 
Visa card for dinner: a total value of $700.  The Sweepstakes will be running over the year, with 
draws every month.  Do not miss this great opportunity to win some fabulous prizes.  Check out the 
flyer in this Newsletter.  Contact Jeroo Madan at (647) 339-0052 or jeroomadan@ozcf.com to book 
your tickets for the next draws. 

The much-awaited Dar-ni Pori curb side pick up event, which was postponed due to the Provincial 
restrictions, has been rescheduled for July 25th.  The chefs are just raring to go after the long wait.  
Please contact Jeroo Madan at (647) 339-0052 or jeroomadan@ozcf.com to confirm your earlier 
placed order. 

You would have received the AGM package with the details for the upcoming AGM on Sunday, July 
11th, 2021.  As mentioned, it will be a virtual one only this year.  An email with the Registration details 
has also been sent out to members in good standing.  Please register in advance to attend the AGM.  
Queries for the AGM can be sent in advance to the Secretary at secretary@ozcf.com. 

 Finally, as always, we wish Tandarosti to our community. Stay Safe and Stay Well! 

Ushtaa Ahmaai Yahmaai Ushtaa Kahmaaichit! – Happiness to those who give happiness to others! 

Xerxes Madan 

President  

http://www.ozcf.com/
http://www.ozcf.com/
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LET'S HAVE SOME FUN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to launch the OZCF Sweepstake Campaign and with your support raise funds and continue to keep 
the community engaged during this difficult time of lock down due to COVID. 

Click on the 'YouTube' icon below to view our promotional Sweepstake Video  

 

For purchase of tickets, please contact Jeroo Madan at 647-339-0052 or jeroomadan@ozcf.com 

Payment can be made via - 

1. E-Transfer  - to be made to  easypay@ozcf.com 

2. Cheque - Payable to OZCF and sent to Jeroo Madan at 6443 Lisgar Drive, Mississauga, ON, L5N 6X2 

Click Here for the Sweepstake Rules & Prizes with draw dates 

Click Here for the OZCF Donation Request  
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https://ozcf.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Q%2bi0cf0ST5QTEv557xYDFm%2fKbc%2bEnEaV4Sn1%2bXVp7FaVeXUIabX2jh%2bO0s7BQTdtaauptXMjDE1hRys3SCp5qSZF31Vlcm%2bHw%2foeFVFg3Nc%3d
https://ozcf.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=C2XKJGTKcO15hfjTI%2fuSSFMOzeiLW0DLYzyb9bysR3dsg%2fm4FNMdACHBFTkRY7Tx9dyYlWT%2b9vsWrAm%2bTJkvwnD5x0rQg%2fmyoYODlKtTp08%3d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpRzK5lr2Fw


 

  

VISION 

 
 

AGM 
 
OZCF’s Annual General Meeting will take place on Sunday July 11

th
, 2021 at 11am at the ZRCC.  

We will hold an Online Virtual Meeting only.  Instructions on how to log in for the Meeting have 

already been sent out to members in good standing and they should also have received their AGM      

packages in the mail.  

 

RELIGIOUS EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 

Maidhyoshem Gahambar (S) – Thursday July 1
st 

We will be celebrating Maidhyoshem Gahambar (S) on Thursday July 1
st
 at 11:00am at ZRCC 1187 

Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville.  If you plan to attend, please give your name to Ervad Nozer 
Kotwal (905) 820-0461 no later than Monday June 28

th
.   

 
Please note – the number of people in the Hall will be restricted to 10 at any given time.     
Also, there is no access to the prayer room in the house as the house is currently locked.  

Members wishing to attend must contact Nozer Kotwal at (905) 820-0461 or at                          
nskotwal1@gmail.com. As numbers permit, we will let people enter on a first-come basis and limit 
access to 10 members in the Hall. 

Volunteers will notify members to leave the premises immediately after, with no socializing to be 
done on the property. 

Sukhad must be bought from OZCF and cannot be brought from home or outside.  We ask that 
members not light a Divo in the Hall, instead letting the Mobeds do so. 

There will be no meals nor Chasni served after the prayers.  

All members who come to the property MUST adhere to the laid down protocols (COVID-19 
Screening Sheet and Instruction Guidelines), bearing in mind the volunteer has the right to refuse a 
member from entry if they feel the member could be endangering the health and safety of others. 

Page 03 

Members:  $100 per day (over the 4-day period) 

Non-members:  $150 per day 

HALL RENTAL RATES FOR FUNERAL SERVICES 



 

  

VISION 

As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind 

our members that while these stipulations require us to carry out our engage-

ments differently, we must adhere to them in order to enhance the safety of 

our members, volunteers and Mobeds.  OZCF appreciates your continued 

patience and understanding.  

Muktad (S) Prayers – August 11
th

 – 15
th 

The R&L Committee is in discussion with the OZCF Board to work out a pro-
cedure on accommodating members wishing to come out to the ZRCC to 
pray over the Shehenshai Muktad period August 11

th
 – 15

th
.  The procedure 

will depend on the Provincial mandates at the time. 

We will be performing all the prayers during the Muktad days – three Satoom 
sessions (morning, afternoon and evening), and Afringan & Farokshi in the 
morning.  If you wish to give the names of your dearly departed for daily pray-
ers, please download, and complete the Muktad Names Form from the OZCF 
website and send it along with your donation cheque payable to OZCF to 
reach Er. Nozer Kotwal by August 8

th
.  

As it has been a tough year in terms of revenue generation for OZCF, we re-
quest the community to donate generously. 

The Hall will be open for a few hours during the prayers.  Prayer timings are: 

  6:30 am – Morning Satoom 

  7:00 am – Afringan and Farokshi 

  11:30 am – Afternoon Satoom 

  7:00 pm – Evening Satoom  

 

The OZCF prayer room and 
facility is not open regularly. 
For personal requests, you 
may contact the following: 

Prayer Room Access 

Nozer Kotwal 905-820-0461 
nskotwal1@gmail.com  

 

Hall Rentals 

Cyrus Gazdar 647-294-6462 
cygazdar@yahoo.ca 

 

ZRCC Coordinator 

Armaity Anandasgar 905-271-
0366 armaity.a@gmail.com 

 

OZCF President 

Xerxes Madan 416-254-0685 
president@ozcf.com 

 

Webmaster & Facilities 

Rumi Jasavala 647-885-1759 
rumijas@hotmail.com 
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Need a Mobed 

Our Mobeds are available to 
help in times of need to offer 
their guidance & services to 
the community. Please con-
tact:  

Bamji, Ervad Xerxes (905) 702-
1034 

Bulsara, Ervad Firdosh (905) 824-
7692 

Dastur, Ervad Mehbad (416) 917-
9195 

Dhabhar, Ervad Jamshed (905) 
819-0089 

Katrak, Ervad Kerman (647) 444-
7359 (Speaks Farsi) 

Kotwal, Ervad Nozer (905) 820-
0461 

Madan, Ervad Xerxes (416) 254-
0685 

Panthaky, Ervad Jal (905) 568-
4946 

Zarolia, Ervad Kobad (647) 
8879213 

RATES TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEWSLETTER 

Members often inquire about rates to advertise in the newsletter.  See the rate structure 
below: 
 
Business Card       $25 per issue   $150 per year 
1/4 Page                $50 per issue       $300 per year 
1/2 Page                $75 per issue       $450 per year 
Full Page                $125 per issue     $750 per year 
Last Full Page       $150 per issue    $900 per year 
 
If paid in full at the beginning of the year by the end of January, a 10% discount will be   
applied. There are six issues per year – January, March, May, July, September and          
November. 
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Please note – the number of people in the Hall will depend on the Provincial/ Regional        
restrictions in place.  Also, we will confirm if meals and Chasni will be served at any of the 
sessions.  

If you wish to offer your home-made Malido, Ravo, Sev, Batasa, Bhakhraas, and/or dry-fruits, flow-
ers, fruits, Sukhad, Loban, we ask that you make arrangements with Er. Kotwal and drop it off at his 
house before the Muktad begins.  Please do not bring it to the ZRCC on the day. 
 
Members wishing to attend in-person must give their names to Er. Nozer Kotwal at (905) 820-0461 
or at nskotwal1@gmail.com well before the Muktad begins.  Attendees will be allowed in on a first-
come basis and access limited to agreed numbers in the Hall.  The evening Satoom prayers will be 
live-streamed, and members not attending in-person are encouraged to join in the prayers online.  
The link for the broadcast is www.ozcf.com at 7:00 pm on each day. 
 
Sukhad must be bought from OZCF and cannot be brought from home or outside.  We ask that 
members not light a Divo in the Hall, instead letting the Mobeds do so. 
 
As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind our members that 
while these stipulations require us to carry out our engagements differently, we must adhere to 
them in order to enhance the safety of our members, volunteers and Mobeds.  OZCF appreciates 
your continued patience and understanding. 

 

Navroze (S) Jashan – August 16
th 

OZCF will be celebrating Navroze as per the Shehenshai calendar, on Monday August 16
th
 at the 

ZRCC.  The Jashan will commence at 7:00 pm. 

Members wishing to attend in-person must give their names to Er. Nozer Kotwal at (905) 820-0461 
or at nskotwal1@gmail.com in advance.  Attendees will be allowed in on a first-come basis and ac-
cess limited to agreed numbers in the Hall.  The Jashan prayers will be live-streamed, and mem-
bers not attending in-person are encouraged to join in the prayers online.  The link for the broadcast 
is www.ozcf.com at 7:00 pm. 

Please note – the number of people in the Hall will depend on the Provincial/ Regional re-
strictions in place.  Also, we will confirm if meals and Chasni will be served.  

If you wish to offer your home-made Malido, Ravo, Sev and/or dry-fruits, flowers, fruits, Sukhad, 
Loban, we ask that you make arrangements with Er. Kotwal and drop it off at his house a day be-
fore.  Please do not bring it to the ZRCC on the day. 
 
Sukhad must be bought from OZCF and cannot be brought from home or outside.  We ask that 
members not light a Divo in the Hall, instead letting the Mobeds do so. 
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As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind our members that 
while these stipulations require us to carry out our engagements differently, we must adhere to 
them to enhance the safety of our members, volunteers and Mobeds.  OZCF appreciates your    
continued patience and understanding.  

Khordad Sal (S) Jashan – Saturday August 21
st 

OZCF will be holding a Jashan on Khordad Sal day, as per Shehenshai Calendar, on Saturday,   
August 21

st
, at the ZRCC.  The prayer ceremony will commence at 11:00 am. 

 
Members wishing to attend in-person must give their names to Er. Nozer Kotwal at (905) 820-0461 
or at nskotwal1@gmail.com in advance.  Attendees will be allowed in on a first-come basis and   
access limited to agreed numbers in the Hall.  The Jashan prayers will be live-streamed, and   
members not attending in-person are encouraged to join in the prayers online.  The link for the 
broadcast is www.ozcf.com at 11:00 am. 
 
Please note – the number of people in the Hall will depend on the Provincial/ Regional        
restrictions in place.  Also, we will confirm if meals and Chasni will be served.  

If you wish to offer your home-made Malido, Ravo, Sev and/or dry-fruits, flowers, fruits, Sukhad, 
Loban, we ask that you make arrangements with Er. Kotwal and drop it off at his house a day be-
fore.  Please do not bring it to the ZRCC on the day. 
 
Sukhad must be bought from OZCF and cannot be brought from home or outside.  We ask that 
members not light a Divo in the Hall, instead letting the Mobeds do so.  

As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind our members that 
while these stipulations require us to carry out our engagements differently, we must adhere to 
them in order to enhance the safety of our members, volunteers and Mobeds.  OZCF appreciates 
your continued patience and understanding. 

Farvardegan (S) Prayers – Friday September 3
rd 

The R&L Committee will be holding Farvardegan prayers, as per Shehenshai Calendar, on Friday 
September 3

rd
at 7:00 pm at the ZRCC, 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. 

 
Please note – we will confirm the number of people allowed in the Hall based on Provincial/
Regional restrictions at the time.  

The prayers will be live-streamed, and members not attending in-person are encouraged to join in 
the prayers online.  The link for the broadcast is www.ozcf.com at 7:00 pm. 
 
As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind our members that 
while these stipulations require us to carry out our engagements differently, we must adhere to 
them in order to enhance the safety of our members, volunteers and Mobeds.  OZCF appreciates 
your continued patience and understanding.  
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Dasturji Kookadaroo Baj – Saturday September 4
th 

The R&L Committee will be holding Dasturji Kookadaroo Baj prayers on Saturday September 
4

th
 at 11:00 am at the ZRCC, 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. 

 
Please note – the number of people in the Hall will depend on the Provincial/ Regional 
restrictions in place. Also, we will confirm if meals and Chasni will be served. 
 
Members wishing to attend in-person must give their names to Er. Nozer Kotwal at (905) 820-
0461 or at nskotwal1@gmail.com in advance.  Attendees will be allowed in on a first-come   
basis and access limited to agreed numbers in the Hall.  The Jashan prayers will be live-
streamed, and members not attending in-person are encouraged to join in the prayers online.  
The link for the broadcast is www.ozcf.com at 11:00 am. 
 
As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind our members 
that while these stipulations require us to carry out our engagements differently, we must    
adhere to them in order to enhance the safety of our members, volunteers and Mobeds.  
OZCF appreciates your continued patience and understanding. 

 

http://www.ozcf.com/
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YOUTH EXPLOSION 

The Youth Committee continued their initiative to recognize Zoroastrian youth who understand 
the importance of giving back to the community and taking on leadership roles 

to strengthen our organizations. 

Zoroastrian Youth of the Month for May was Armita Bhesania. 

 

Armita Bhesania has been a regular volunteer at the OZCF for many years.  Despite being 
away for 2 years for school, she continued contributing to the community by planning and   
promoting OZCF events.  

Since 2015 she has enthusiastically volunteered at Delta Bingo which is a major source of 
revenue for the OZCF.  She has served on 3 Youth Committees and is a part of the             
Entertainment and Fundraising Subcommittees.  She currently serves as a director on the 
OZCF Board and is also the Youth Liaison.  

We are extremely proud to recognize Armita for her services to the Ontario Zoroastrian     
community. 

“I have always believed that little acts of kindness go a long way, because you never know 
what someone is going through.  Especially in tough times like these, if I can make one      
person smile during my day, I think my purpose is served” - Armita 
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Zoroastrian Youth of the Month for June was Xarius Jasavala. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xarius Jasavala has been a dedicated volunteer with the OZCF for over a decade.  He has 
been involved in various aspects of the organization, from helping in the upkeep and mainte-
nance of the property, to assisting in developing OZCF’s technological capabilities.  He was 
also the OZCF bookkeeper for a few years and was given the OZCF Volunteer Appreciation 
Award in 2012 for his dedication to the community. 

Xarius is currently a member of the Sports and Facility Management sub-committees. 

He believes in giving back to the community whenever he can.  He is also a qualified Ontario 
soccer coach and enjoys coaching the youth in both Oakville and Burlington. 

He has also taken part in numerous fundraisers to raise awareness for cancer, mental health, 
the elderly and OZCF. 

We are very proud to recognize Xarius for his services to the Ontario Zoroastrian community. 

“I believe in hard work, honesty and integrity in everything I do.” - Xarius 
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100 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

  A 100 years of Zoroastrian celebration and tradition. Khorshid 

Jobani has seen a lot of changes within the Zoroastrian culture. 

She was born on July 12th, 1921 in Quetta when it was still    

under British rule and later saw the independence of Pakistan. 

She had one older brother and one older sister. She lost her 

parents at a very young age but was taught the many traditions 

of our culture such as prayers, respect and the ceremony of a 

Navjote. For a short while she was in the care of her paternal                     

grandfather, who continued to keep the Zoroastrian flame                              

burning inside her. She married at age 13 and had 4 children of 

her own, one of which passed shortly after birth. Khorshid 

Jobani had limited schooling, yet she speaks many languages 

and l earned how to read and write. She taught herself how to 

sew sudreh, bake bhakhras, nan khatais and delicious achars 

for which she became well known in her community. Knowing 

the importance of being educated, Khorshid and Rustom lived 

and raised their children in Pune, India, making sure they all                        

completed and excelled in their studies. After her husband 

passed in 1980, she immigrated to Canada to be closer to her 

children and continue the traditions of the Zoroastrian faith. Her 

pride and joy are her 3 kids and their spouses, her 7                     

grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. She wholeheartedly 

believes in the 3 main tenets of Zoroastrianism, good thoughts, good words and good deeds. She exudes all of them 

and anyone privileged to meet her will definitely understand. Khorshid Jobani is a symbol of strength, devotion and 

true goodness in this world. She is made of pure love. She continues to be a huge part of the Parsee community in 

Toronto Canada. Although the pandemic has slowed her meeting people, she is always seen on virtual social events 

and online yoga classes. She is still an active participant in raising funds for the OZCF Agiari project which is very 

important to her. She has instilled and passed down many facets of the Zoroastrian culture to those around her,   

always ready to give advice and counsel on family, love, traditions and religion. These days, she spends most of her 

time in Mississauga, Ontario usually enjoying episodes of Family Feud and Indian Idol. She is a true testament that 

prayers, the pursuit of health, and the blessings she gives and receives from Ahura Mazda keeps her young in mind, 

body and spirit. That is why we celebrate this milestone birthday.  

Everyone of us has a special place in our hearts for Khorshid Jobani and we are blessed to have her in our lives. 

Please join us in wishing her good health and happiness. 

Happy Birthday. 

Love, 

Your Family 
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SENIOR’S UPDATE 

As we all begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel from the Covid restrictions that had 
been imposed upon us, and the summer like weather, which is allowing us to be out doors 
much more, it is encouraging to see that many of our participants still attend the Wednesday 
Zumba sessions regularly. We have our usual chat before starting the session as this helps to 
promote social interaction and to alleviate the isolation of our more elderly members who are 
unable to enjoy the outdoors often. 
 
As part of our Challo Challo Majha Karo initiative, on May 21st, the Sub Committee organized 
an interactive session on Fall Prevention. This was truly a successful event, and highly                      
appreciated as a lot of issues regarding safety and maintaining one’s autonomy were                            
addressed in positive manner, which was encouraging for the seniors to hear. 
 
Participants were encouraged to ask questions as and when they occurred to them and our 
guest was able to make recommendations and suggestion to them right away, which was very 
helpful for all. This also led to further comments and observations, which was a good learning 
experience for the rest of the group. The feedback regarding the session has been extremely 
positive. 
 
We genuinely encourage our seniors to attend our Wednesday Zumba sessions as they not 
only provide a good cardio vascular workout but also help to reduce isolation for those               
members of our community who have mobility issues and are unable to be outdoors for a               
variety of reasons. 
 
As always, our sincere appreciation to Rumi Jasavala for facilitating these zoom events.  
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ZOROASTRIANS FOR LOVE MY NEIGHBOUR 

The Board of Directors of the Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation are excited to 
share the news of our support of a nationwide project called Love My Neighbour, inspired by 
Millennium Kids and Canadian faith communities, which exists to increase COVID vaccines de-
livered throughout the developing world to end the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Love My Neighbour project has a goal to supply 38 million additional vaccines to our 
neighbours living in lower-income countries – that’s one for each grateful Canadian.  We know 
delayed vaccinations in poor regions around the world put everyone at risk of additional COVID 
mutations for years to come. 

The Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation remains committed in its support this pro-
ject as part of Canadian faith communities in an effort to ensure the world’s most vulnerable 
people have access to the COVID-19 vaccine. 

We are asking our CANADIAN Zoroastrian communities to support this worthy cause.  The 
OZCF has formed a support web page titled “Zoroastrians for Love My Neighbour” and will also 
be encouraging other Zoroastrian organizations in Canada to support this worthwhile initiative. 

As a community of Canadian Zoroastrians, we are attempting to raise $25,000 which will help 
administer approximately 1000 vaccines to those in need.  Thanks to you, we are a smidgen 
shy of $11,000 in funds donated to date, 44% of the targeted $25,000.  Please contribute and 
do your part in helping save lives globally.   

You will receive a tax receipt from UNICEF.  That's where YOU come in! 

Visit www.ozcf.com where you, your friends, family and/or colleagues can donate to our 
“Zoroastrians for Love My Neighbour” project in partnership with UNICEF Canada.  Each 2-
dose vaccine will amount to a donation of $25 for a global neighbour.  We need to spread the 
word across Canada in order to ignite the generosity Canadians are known for and ensure our 
poorest 4 billion global neighbours receive access to the lifesaving COVID vaccines in 2021.  
(The global partnership, COVAX, is currently aiming to vaccinate only 20% of this half of the 
globe in 2021) 

Each donation will fund everything needed to deliver a 2-dose vaccine from the manufacturer 
to people in the world’s hardest-to-reach places. This includes the vaccines, per-person cost 
for transport, cold chain protection, health worker training, and safe disposal of needles and 
waste. 

Vaccination programmes in western countries continue to accelerate at a rapid pace and soon 
most citizens in these countries will be fully vaccinated, such is clearly not the case in less for-
tunate countries where populations continue remaining vulnerable.  The pandemic will not be 
over until it is over everywhere. Won’t you do your part to help the less fortunate? 

http://www.ozcf.com
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 How you can help! 

●       To donate:   

          Click https://fundraise.unicef.ca/lovemyneighbour/ozcf-love-my-neighbour 

●        This will help us track monies donated by Zoroastrians towards this cause. 

●        Remember, all donors will receive tax receipts from UNICEF  

Join us in gifting forward, as we leverage our connections to end the global pandemic and help 
those most vulnerable. 

On behalf of the OZCF Board, thank you for your support and generosity. 

Xerxes Madan,  

President, OZCF  

 

Click Here to read the PDF version 

 

https://ozcf.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=cRzN4L2leAxsLf0Ir8%2baf2TUXr4HzOYx7LtvoiS3xARK9Qbv8tER4vqoaE2l2Rx1oB33Hb8xAKfStfQkmSN%2bfFWsIkncBL%2bmVKsgaUFiojk%3d
https://ozcf.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=0LM6PFaImXycg%2bOx2wZ9l8ivGcM4UkJA8wyyv4OHGnS1fTxz2k%2f3Dsw6joVdJpKZl5lL2BoUGlNGZf%2fTHObHmTNRcyTA0Njv2vzAHExWG1Q%3d
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