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P RESIDENT’S MESSAGE
“We May Encounter Many Defeats But We Must Not Be Defeated. ” - Maya Angelou

As you are aware, COVID-19 cases continue to rise at an alarming rate, and a declaration of
emergency and a provincewide Stay-at-Home order is in effect as of Thursday, April 8. This has already been extended from 4 to 6 weeks and scheduled to end on May 20, 2021 (or it could be further
extended). We urge all our members to heed the advice of public health officials and their request to
continue practising social distancing.
The province’s vaccination program continues to roll-out and hopefully our community members who
are eligible as of now have taken their first dose. If not, please book your appointment as this will be
an important tool to help stop the spread of the virus and allow individuals, families, and workers to
safely resume normal life.
In an effort to ensure the world’s most vulnerable people have access to the COVID-19 vaccine,
OZCF is supporting a nationwide project called Love My Neighbour, a project in partnership with
UNICEF Canada. Your donation will fund the entire chain for a 2-dose vaccine from the manufacturer
to people in the world’s hardest-to-reach places. Charity is an integral part of the Zoroastrian faith and
your Board has reached out to sister Associations across Canada to promote “Zoroastrians for Love
My Neighbour”. More details on the project and to donate are provided on Page 4.
Due to the current restrictions and lockdown measures, the much awaited Dar-ni Pori curbside pick
up scheduled for April 25 had to be postponed. Disappointing for both the buyers and our community
chefs. A little patience as a new date will be announced in due course.

We Support:

Our Fundraising team is finalizing a Grand Raffle event which will be running over a period of time,
with multiple draws. Stay tuned for the details which will be sent out soon.
Your Facility Management Committee (FMC) has been busy setting up the security camera system
at the property. A big Thank You to Meherwan Wadia of Atash Theater Systems and the FMC team
in getting the cameras and system set up. Meherwan provided free labour and we are grateful for his
generosity. The security system has been in the works for some time and installation had to be
pushed back due to the restrictions. But now, all systems are up and running.
The Board is holding the next AGM on Sunday, July 11th, 2021. Please mark this date in your calendar. We will email the details over the coming weeks.

Home of:

Finally, as always, we wish Tandarosti to our community. Stay Safe and Stay Well!
Ushtaa Ahmaai Yahmaai Ushtaa Kahmaaichit! – Happiness to those who give happiness to others!
Xerxes Madan
President
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PLACE OF WORSHIP ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
Over the past few months, we have been completing the value engineering exercise to reduce costs. The total
building Ground Floor Area (GFA) has been reduced to about 8,155sf, with ground floor area 5,565sf (original
6,200 sf), basement 1,514sf and upper level 1,076 sf (priest home, floor only, unheated and unfinished). The
siteworks including outside parking area, asphalt, concrete, sidewalks, lighting, underground piping and electrical
infrastructure, landscaping and canopy cover, have been redesigned to reduce costs, in consultation with the
town.
We have met several times with the town (the wonders of Zoom!) to finalize the site plan drawings for Site Plan
Approval which we are now about to submit. The architectural redesign for SPA is complete and the drawings
are now with the engineers to finalize, together with the new revised report submission. These are comprised of
hundreds of pages of reports that we are revising to meet our new requirements. We hope to submit to the town
in mid-May. They need six weeks for review, then we can apply for the building permit which takes about four to
six weeks for review, depending on complexity. Due to covid, these times are extended as staff work from home
with limitations.
We have been working closely with a number of interested contractors on a design-build basis to identify where
and how we can save costs with the revised building. We have had several meetings with them as well as building materials suppliers and identified various areas where we can save from the original design, while fully maintaining the integrity, durability and magnificence of our Atashkadeh and future Atash-e-Adaran. We have now
narrowed the contractor search and are discussing further details with them. We are working closely with our
engineering consultants to complete the final revised mechanical, electrical, structural plumbing and landscaping
drawings to submit for building permit and final pricing.
As I have indicated previously, pricing of all supplies has become higher due to shortages as a result of Covid
and contractors are busily attempting to complete prior projects, working through these un-forecasted long lockdown periods. We are therefore anticipating higher than expected pricing for the building and siteworks.
The past few months have seen much interaction amongst us and government agencies, contractors, suppliers,
architect, engineers and we are pleased with the progress. We continue to update the board on progress of the
project and will keep the community updated on pricing and timing when we have more concrete information.
Through the community’s strong support and encouragement, this long process has taught us about patience,
frustration and persistence, but above all, the will to march on with unwavering determination to fulfill our dream,
with faith and trust in Ahura Mazda’s guidance.

May Ahura Mazda always bless our community.
Phil Sidhwa
Chair, PWAC
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The OZCF appreciates your continued support, especially in Membership renewals.
Please go online and renew your 2021 membership by logging in with your email address or
mail in a cheque with the membership form to OZCF’s address: 1187 Burnhamthorpe Road
East, Oakville, ON, L6H 7B3
If you have already renewed either online or by sending in your cheque to OZCF, we thank you.
As part of our continued growth, we are embarking on collecting data for each membership which
we could use towards such things as fundraising, event organization and government funding. It
also allows us to obtain a more accurate demographic analysis of our members as years go by.
We would like to capture the following data for each member, which will be kept confidentially within
the Board of Directors and used with complete discretion.
• Date of birth or month+year of birth
• Profession (current/past)
• Youth and children date of birth or year of birth
• Cell numbers (to receive OZCF text messages)
• Update email addresses for as many individuals within a family
•
Each of these can be updated yourselves by logging into the OZCF website using your email address and if you find this difficult, you can send the information to us
at rumi_jasavala@ozcf.com and we will be more than happy to update our system.
The membership form can be found by clicking here. It is also attached within this newsletter.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to President Xerxes Madan at
president@ozcf.com
Shirin Chaturvedi,
On behalf of the Membership Committee

HALL RENTAL RATES FOR FUNERAL SERVICES
Members: $100 per day (over the 4-day period)
Non-members: $150 per day
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ZOROASTRIANS FOR LOVE MY NEIGHBOUR
The Board of Directors of the Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation are excited to share the news
of our support of a nationwide project called Love My Neighbour, inspired by Millennium Kids and Canadian
faith communities, which exists to increase COVID vaccines delivered throughout the developing world to
end the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Love My Neighbour project has a goal to supply 38 million additional vaccines to our neighbours living in
lower-income countries – that’s one for each grateful Canadian. We know delayed vaccinations in poor regions around the world put everyone at risk of additional COVID mutations for years to come.
The Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation is committed to support this project as part of Canadian
faith communities in an effort to ensure the world’s most vulnerable people have access to the COVID-19
vaccine.
We are asking our CANADIAN Zoroastrian communities to support this worthy cause. The OZCF has
formed a support web page titled “Zoroastrians for Love My Neighbour” and will also be encouraging other
Zoroastrian organizations in Canada to support this worthwhile initiative. As a community of Canadian Zoroastrians, we are attempting to raise $25,000 which will help administer approximately 1000 vaccines to
those in need. Thanks to you, we are off to a great start as we have raised over $5,000 to date but we have
some ways to go in order to achieve our target amount. Please contribute and do your part in helping save
lives globally.
You will receive a tax receipt from UNICEF. That's where YOU come in!
As of April 16, you, your friends, family and/or colleagues can donate to our “Zoroastrians for Love
My Neighbour” project in partnership with UNICEF Canada. Each 2-dose vaccine will amount to a donation
of $25 for a global neighbour. We need to spread the word across Canada in order to ignite the generosity
Canadians are known for and ensure our poorest 4 billion global neighbours receive access to the lifesaving
COVID vaccines in 2021. (The global partnership, COVAX, is currently aiming to vaccinate only 20% of this
half of the globe in 2021)
Each donation will fund everything needed to deliver a 2-dose vaccine from the manufacturer to people in the
world’s hardest-to-reach places. This includes the vaccines, per-person cost for transport, cold chain protection, health worker training, and safe disposal of needles and waste.
How you can help!
●

To donate: Click https://fundraise.unicef.ca/lovemyneighbour/ozcf-love-my-neighbour

●

This will help us track monies donated by Zoroastrians towards this cause.

●

Remember, all donors will receive tax receipts from UNICEF

Join us in gifting forward, as we leverage our connections to end the global pandemic and help those most
vulnerable.
On behalf of the OZCF Board, thank you for your support and generosity.
Xerxes Madan,
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The OZCF prayer room and
facility is not open regularly.
For personal requests, you
may contact the following:

Prayer Room Access
Nozer Kotwal 905-820-0461
nskotwal1@gmail.com

RELIGIOUS DATES
MAIDHYOZAREM GAHAMBAR (F) SATURDAY MAY 1ST

We will be celebrating Maidhyozarem Gahambar (F) on Saturday May 1 st at
11:00am at the ZRCC 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. If you plan to
attend, please give your name to Ervad Nozer Kotwal (905) 820-0461 no later
than Wednesday April 28th.

Hall Rentals
Cyrus Gazdar 647-294-6462
cygazdar@yahoo.ca

ZRCC Coordinator
Armaity Anandasgar 905-2710366 armaity.a@gmail.com

ZARTHOST-NO-DISO (S) SUNDAY MAY 23RD

Zarthost-no-Diso (S) prayers will be held on Sunday May 23 rd at 11:00am at
ZRCC 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. If you plan on attending,
please let Ervad Nozer Kotwal know at (905) 820-0461 and no later than
Wednesday May 19th. Please also volunteer to clean up after the event.
MAIDHYOSHEM GAHAMBAR (S) THURSDAY JULY 1ST

OZCF President
Xerxes Madan 416-254-0685
president@ozcf.com

Webmaster & Facilities
Rumi Jasavala 647-885-1759
rumijas@hotmail.com

Need a Mobed
Our Mobeds are available to
help in times of need to offer
their guidance & services to
the community. Please contact:

We will be celebrating Maidhyoshem Gahambar (S) on Thursday July 1 st at
11:00am at ZRCC 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. If you plan to attend, please give your name to Ervad Nozer Kotwal (905) 820-0461 no later
than Monday June 28th.

Please note – the number of people in the Hall will be restricted to 10 at
any given time. Also, there is no access to prayer room in the house as
the house is currently locked.
Members wishing to attend must contact Nozer Kotwal at (905) 820-0461 or
at nskotwal1@gmail.com As numbers permit, we will let people enter on a
first-come basis and limit access to 10 members in the Hall.

RATES TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEWSLETTER

Bamji, Ervad Xerxes (905) 7021034
Bulsara, Ervad Firdosh (905) 8247692
Dastur, Ervad Mehbad (416) 9179195
Dhabhar, Ervad Jamshed (905)
819-0089
Katrak, Ervad Kerman (647) 4447359 (Speaks Farsi)
Kotwal, Ervad Nozer (905) 8200461
Madan, Ervad Xerxes (416) 2540685
Panthaky, Ervad Jal (905) 5684946
Zarolia, Ervad
8879213

Kobad

(647)

Members often inquire about rates to advertise in the newsletter. See the rate structure
below:
Business Card
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page
Last Full Page

$25 per issue
$50 per issue
$75 per issue
$125 per issue
$150 per issue

$150 per
$300 per
$450 per
$750 per
$900 per

year
year
year
year
year

If paid in full at the beginning of the year by the end of January, a 10% discount will be
applied. There are six issues per year – January, March, May, July, September and
November.
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Volunteers will notify members to leave the premises immediately after, with no socializing to
be done on the property.
Sukhad must be bought from OZCF and cannot be brought from home or outside. We ask that
members not light a Divo in the Hall, instead letting the Mobeds do so.
There will be no meals nor Chasni served after the prayers.
All members who come to the property MUST adhere to the laid down protocols (COVID-19
Screening Sheet and Instruction Guidelines), bearing in mind the volunteer has the right to refuse a member from entry if they feel the member could be endangering the health and safety
of others.
As with all messages OZCF has communicated to the community, we remind our members
that while these stipulations require us to carry out our engagements differently, we must adhere to them in order to enhance the safety of our members, volunteers and Mobeds. OZCF
appreciates your continued patience and understanding.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
AGM
OZCF’s Annual General Meeting will take place at the ZRCC on Sunday July
11th, 2021 at 11am at the ZRCC. At current time, we are looking at holding a hybrid Meeting consisting of in-person and online attendance of members in good
standing. However, this is subject to change as per Region of Halton guidelines
on gatherings at places of worship. Information will be communicated via email.
AGM packages will also be mailed out next month.

OBITUARY

Amy Dara Madan, wife to late Dara and mother to Homyar & Xerxes; mother-inlaw to Pearl and Jeroo; grandmother to Zeenia, Jehan, Anaisha and Kevan,
passed away in the evening of April 22, 2021. May Ahura Mazda eternally bless
her soul.
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CAMERA INSTALLATION AT ZRCC
It was indeed a Good Friday weekend as cameras were installed at the ZRCC. FMC member
Rumi Jasavala had done the legwork of looking into the cameras needing to be purchased and
stored them. The Facilities Management Committee had Meherwan Wadia of Atash Theater
Systems install the cameras with the assistance of FMC volunteers Hormuzd Engineer, Adil
Bhesania, Neville Patrawala, Cyrus Banker, Khushroo Bharda, Xerxes Madan and Cyrus
Gazdar. A total of 10 cameras were installed in the hall, on the patio and outside the hall
building to provide coverage spanning the entire field, fire pond area and the entranceway to
our property.
During these challenging times, the Board continues to find ways to enhance our facilities in a
fiscally prudent manner. You will recall when we asked members to contribute to the 40 in 4
Programme, we had stated infrastructure updates to our property as one of our key objectives.
Rest assured that your contributions have been put to good use as we have long-discussed the
need to have cameras at our property and we now have an added layer of security which will
safeguard our facility.
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YOUTH TALK
On March 7th the Youth Committee hosted our 5th session of the popular Youth Talk steered by
Mobedyar Khushroo Mirza on the topic, “Does Religion Matter in the 21st Century?” We had over 20
youth participants who joined our session via Zoom and the 1½ hour interactive conversation was very
engaging and educational.

YOUTH EXPLOSION
The Youth Committee continued their initiative to recognize Zoroastrian youth who understand the
importance of giving back to the community and taking on leadership roles to strengthen our
organizations.

ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH OF THE MONTH FOR MARCH WAS NEKZAD ILLAVA.

Ervad Nekzad Illava is a young Mobed who is an ordained Navar and Maratab. He regularly
volunteers to perform religious ceremonies held at the ZRCC, often taking the initiative to
lead the prayers (Jyoti). For the past year, Nekzad has been taking online classes to learn
the Avesta language under Er. Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia. He is also a member of the North
American Mobed Council. Currently in grade 12, Nekzad is applying to universities.
We are very proud of Nekzad and extremely pleased to recognize his services to the Ontario
Zoroastrian community!
‘With the blessings of Ahura Mazda and the support of my family, I'm always happy to serve
the community’ – Nekzad

ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH OF THE MONTH FOR APRIL WAS ZAMYAD MEHERJI
Zamyad Meherji has been an active volunteer for the past many
years. He began volunteering at the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario in 2014. He chaired the Youth Committee for a few years and
presently serves on the ZSO Executive Board as the youngest
board member.
Zamyad's volunteer work extends beyond Canada. He served as
the Co-Chair of the Zoroastrian Youth of North America (ZYNA)
Committee under FEZANA for two years. Currently he is the CoChair of the Performance & Creative Arts Scholarship, and Bapsi
Irani Culinary Arts Scholarship Committees.
We are immensely proud of him and thank him for his service to
the North American Zoroastrian community!
“I’ve been fortunate to have friends and family who have done
exemplary work and I simply try to follow their great work by giving
back more to the community than I receive” – Zamyad.
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SENIOR’S UPDATE
As we continue to be under the shadow of the virulent 3 rd wave of Covid 19 pandemic, the Senior’s Sub
Committee is working diligently to help our OZCF seniors to be involved and participate in activities via
zoom. Covid fatigue and the impact of social isolation are powerful factors affecting all of us, and it is of
great importance that we all stick together to cheer each other up in small little ways during these very
stressful times.
We continue to have our regular zumba sessions every Wednesday at 11.45am. They provide a good
cardiovascular work out and the regular meeting and greetings of people is a bright and cheerful spot in
the day. We urge everyone to join and participate when you have the time regardless of your age. TRY
IT, YOU MAY LIKE IT.
Our Challo Challo Majha Karo events are also continuing successfully. In February we went Reminiscing down Memory Lane which was a lot of fun and in April we had a Parsi Natak evening. It was so overwhelmingly successful that we were requested to have another session the following week.
We hope to continue such activities until we can get back to the new normal. Our sincere thanks to Rumi Jasavala whose dedication to the seniors is enabling us to cope with the current covid situation.
- Minnie Mirza, Gulrukh Patel, Kamal Driver
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Due to requests from members, we will repost FAQs on Zoroastrianism.

BASIC FAQ’S ON ZOROASTRIANISM
(compiled by Ontario Mobeds Advisory Committee (OMAC)
36). Over what creations do the Ameshā Spentās Preside?
The Ameshā Spentās were assigned the work of presiding and guarding seven worldly
creations:
I. Ahura Mazda (Hormuzd) – Mankind
II. Vohu Manāh (Bahman) – Animal creation
III. Asha Vahistā (Ardibesht) – Fire and all luminaries
IV. Khshathra Vairaya (Sherevar) – Metal & Minerals
V. Spentā Ārmaity (Aspandard) – Earth
VI. Haurvatāt (Khordad) – Water
VII.Ameretāt (Amardad) – Plants & Vegetation
37). What is the difference between soul and Fravashi?
According to Zoroastrian theology a man's soul is accountable after death for all the
deeds performed in the material world, while Fravashis provide guidance to the soul, like
a divine monitor, in the perilous sea of life.
38). What is a prayer?
Prayer is a process of communion that allows us to communicate with God!
39). What is the best type of prayer?
The best type of prayer is that which helps one to improve his/her life physically, mentally
and spiritually and inspires to serve the surrounding world to the best of one’s ability.
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40). How should true prayers be offered?
True prayers should be offered with devotion, peaceful mind, sincerity of heart and deep
yearning for spiritual joy.
41). What purpose does prayer serve?
Prayer calms down our mind and heart, provides us with inner strength, self-confidence
and leads to enlightenment.
42). If the Gāh changes while performing our prayers can we continue praying in the
old Gāh?
Ideally, one should complete a ceremony/prayer during the same Gāh. However, if one is
close to the end of their prayers and the Gāh changes, the prayers can flow into the next
Gāh.
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12TH WORLD ZOROASTRIAN CONGRESS
It is after 22 years that the 12th World Zoroastrian Congress (WZC2022) returns to North America. FEZANA
and the Zoroastrian Association of Greater New York (ZAGNY) are co-hosts for this momentous event to be held
in New York City, July 1-4, 2022.
The theme, “Bridging the Global Zarathushti Existence” will bring over 1500 attendees from across the globe. The
Congress team under the leadership of Arzan Sam Wadia (FEZANA) and Astad Clubwala (ZAGNY) are working
diligently to make sure the program and festivities reflect unique perspectives, challenges, and celebrate diversity
of the larger Zarathushti community.
This is a unique opportunity for our North American associations and corresponding groups to come together
participating in this historic event. Hosting an event of this magnitude will require participation, involvement, and
fundraising from our North American Zarathushti community. Nowruz/Navroze this past month was celebrated
with a successful inaugural Jashan from the Dar-e-Meher in New York to mark the beginning of festivities.
Within these next 15 months there will be quite a few exciting events planned, like on-line Sweepstakes, virtual
entertainment, dialogues, presentations. The congress website is where updated information for the congress
will reside as well as on social media (Facebook, Instagram).
Therefore as FEZANA Congress Committee co-chairs, we are reaching out to you with a request to assist
our WZC2022 Congress team by pro-actively communicating, publicizing, and distributing regular news
bulletins to your respective communities.
It can be via newsletters/emails or any mode of communication you may have for distributing information to your
respective community. In addition, it will help generate excitement, interest, and participation from members within your community.
Your association or corresponding group may already have a FEZANA representative who can assist you with this
responsibility. If not, then we do request that you designate an individual on your board or community who can be
instrumental in performing this task.
Please let us know once you have this individual identified. We can be in contact with them directly to
communicate upcoming developments and news about the congress.
You can write us at:

Katayun kapadia kkatayun@msn.com and Mahrukh Motafram mahrukhm83@gmail.com
With your help, we can come together as one Zarathushti community.
With sincere gratitude.
Katayun Kapadia & Mahrukh Motafram
Co-chairs, FEZANA Congress Committee
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FEZANA SCHOLARSHIPS
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